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Background: 

Disaster preparedness and response is exceptionally important in the context of financial 

inclusion. Countries with higher concentrations of poverty, weak infrastructure, and poor public 

services are more at risk. Experience has shown that financial institutions serving at-risk 

populations are as vulnerable as their clients to these disasters and crises. While the initial 

humanitarian and emergency response to crisis is crucial, there is a growing recognition of the 

value of disaster risk reduction (DRR) strategies in preparing for and thus reducing economic 

losses associated with disasters. 

 

Introduction: 

The SEEP Network is a global network of international practitioner organizations dedicated to combating 

poverty through promoting inclusive markets and financial systems. SEEP network promotes the 

Minimum Economic Recovery Standards (MERS) which are an industry consensus on economic 

recovery for the humanitarian sector and a Sphere Companion Standard. SEEP is partnering with 

Sphere India to mainstream DRR in financial institutions and mechanisms. As part of this, Sphere 

India and the SEEP Network will like to invite you to “Half a Day Discussion on DRR and resiliency 

promotion through the low income financial services market to be held in New Delhi on June 28, 

2016.  

 

Objective: 

This meeting is intended to bring together the various Government and Non-Government actors 

engaged in the area of DRR, micro finance and other financial mechanisms to better understand 

the challenges faced by the microfinance providers and their poor and low income clients, as well 

as opportunities for collaboration across the range of market actors to increase the resiliency in 

times of crisis. One of the key objectives of this discussion is to present the methodology that is 

being developed for a risk mapping exercise to be undertaken in India and to gain input into the 

key objectives and outputs of this diagnostic to ensure the results are meaningful and relevant to 

a wide range of actors in the market. 

 


